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In deference to EPA’s interpretation of two provisions of the Clean Air Act, on April 2, the
U.S. Supreme Court ruled against Duke Energy, vacating a 4th Circuit Court of Appeals
decision that found Duke Energy did not violate the Clean Air Act in retrofitting its aging
coal-fired power plants in North and South Carolina. Justice David Souter wrote the opinion
for the Court, with Justice Clarence Thomas concurring in part, holding that “modification”
under two different provisions of the Clean Air Act need not be interpreted identically.

The issue at the heart of Environmental Defense Fund, et al. v. Duke Energy Corp., was the
interpretation of “modification” used in each of two regulatory schemes: the “New Source
Performance Standards” (NSPS) program and the “Prevention of Significant Deterioration”
(PSD) requirements. Under the NSPS program, operators of stationary sources of air
pollutants must use the best available control technology for limiting pollution both in newly
constructed sources and those undergoing “modification.” The 1970 amendments to the Act
defined “modification” for NSPS purposes as “any physical change in, or change in the
method of operation of, a stationary source which increases the amount of any air pollutant
emitted by such source or which results in the emission of any air pollutant not previously
emitted.” U.S.C. § 7411(a)(4). EPA thereafter issued regulations implementing the NSPS
program and providing generally that a modification was any such change that would increase
the hourly emission rate. 40 C.F.R. 60.14(a) (1976).

In 1977, Congress amended the Act again, creating the PSD program, which was aimed at
providing greater protection to certain parts of the country (i.e., those that had already attained
compliance with the National Ambient Air Quality Standards or “NAAQS”). This program
required a PSD permit and review of post-project emissions prior to construction or
modification of a major emitting facility. The 1977 amendments defined “modification” in the
PSD program by cross-referencing the NSPS statutory definition. EPA’s PSD regulations,
however, did not adopt the NSPS regulatory definition of “modification,” which keyed to
changes in hourly emission rates. Instead, the agency defined “modification” through a series
of linked provisions as a major change (above a certain threshold) that could increase the
actual annual emission of a pollutant above the actual average for the prior two years.

Between 1988 and 2000, Duke upgraded its eight coal-fired plants in North and South
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Carolina by replacing or redesigning tube assembles to extend the life of the units and allow
them to run longer each day, but did not obtain PSD permits. The United States filed an action
in 2000 saying Duke violated the Act by failing to obtain such permits (and several
environmental groups intervened as plaintiffs). Duke argued that permits were not required
because none of the projects increased hourly emission rates. The District Court agreed, and
the Court of Appeals affirmed, concluding that by including identical statutory definitions,
Congress affirmatively mandated that the term be construed identically in all regulations
issued under these provisions.

In its opinion vacating the appellate decision, the Supreme Court concluded that reading the
NSPS regulation of “hourly rate of discharge” into the PSD regulations essentially nullified
the PSD regulations. It found that absent a rule barring different construction, EPA’s differing
interpretations need only be reasonable. Duke had also argued that although annual emissions
increased, this increase was exempt from permitting because it resulted from allowing its coal-
fired units to operate longer without interruption. It cited a regulation exempting increases in
the hours of operation or production rate from permitting requirements. The Court rejected
this argument as well, citing lower court opinions that an increase in hours resulting from
construction-related activity is not excluded from PSD review and permitting; only a mere
increase in hours, standing alone, would qualify for exception. On remand, Duke will now
have to defend either that the work done was not a “modification” under the PSD regulations
or that the EPA failed to give adequate notice of its interpretation that resulted in the
enforcement action.

For more information, please contact:

Allison A. Davis

San Francisco, California
(415) 276-6580
allisondavis@dwt.com

Patricia Thompson
Seattle, Washington
(206) 628-7784
pattithompson@dwt.com

This advisory is a publication of the Energy Department of Davis Wright Tremaine LLP. Our
purpose in publishing this advisory is to inform our clients and friends of recent developments
in energy law. It is not intended, nor should it be used, as a substitute for specific legal advice
as legal counsel may only be given in response to inquiries regarding particular situations.
Attorney Advertising. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. Thank you.

Copyright © 2007, Davis Wright Tremaine LLP.


http://www.dwt.com/lawdir/attorneys/DavisAllison.cfm
http://www.dwt.com/lawdir/attorneys/ThompsonPatricia.cfm
http://www.dwt.com/lawdir/attorneys/DavisAllison.cfm
mailto:allisondavis@dwt.com
http://www.dwt.com/lawdir/attorneys/ThompsonPatricia.cfm
mailto:pattithompson@dwt.com


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 1083.000]
>> setpagedevice


