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Austen Parrish, Angela Riley, and the Hon. J. Gary Hastings Receive
2007 Excellence in Teaching Awards from Southwestern Law School

April 18, 2007, LOS ANGELES, CA - Southwestern Law School is pleased to announce that
Professors Austen Parrish, Angela Riley and the Hon. J. Gary Hastings, Ret. have been
selected to receive the law school’s 2007 Excellence in Teaching Awards.

Professor Austen Parrish, who has taught at Southwestern for five years, was selected
for his work as a First-Year Professor.* He teaches Civil Procedure, Public International Law,
and International Environmental Law and is the director of the Summer Law Program in
Vancouver. Students praised him for “fostering interesting discussions that are engaging and
easy to follow. He teaches in a manner that allows students to discern the relevant legal issues.”
Voters’ comments also lauded Professor Parrish’s availability to all students, whether or not they
are in his class.

Professor Angela Riley, who was given the award for Upper Division Professor, has
been teaching at Southwestern for four years. Students said that she “brings her excellent
knowledge of specialized areas of law to her classroom by teaching cutting edge legal topics
such as Federal Indian Law, and has created a tremendous course — Illiberal Groups in the
Liberal State — that is not taught anywhere else in the country.” Professor Riley utilizes her
extensive knowledge as an attorney, Judge for the Morongo Tribe, and Justice on the Supreme
Court of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation of Oklahoma. Students commented that she is “brilliant,
kind, and very passionate about the subjects that she teaches.”

Hon. J. Gary Hastings, a retired Associate Justice for the California Court of Appeal,
Second District, Fourth Division, is also a Southwestern alumnus (class of *72). He has been
honored for his work as an Adjunct Professor. He teaches several courses in Trial Advocacy
and those who voted for him commented, “His experience as an associate justice is
unparalleled.” Students also saluted him as “extremely generous with his time and accessible to
all his students.”

Established in 1997, the Excellence in Teaching Awards reinforces Southwestern's belief
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that the day-to-day teaching of students is of primary importance. This is the second year the
recipients were recognized by the student body through a unique nomination and selection
process, in which members of the Southwestern Community submitted names for the First-Year,
Upper Division and Adjunct categories. The top nominees were chosen by the Student Bar

Association (SBA) Board, and then students voted for each of the winners.
* First-Year Professor denotes one who teaches first-year (or 1L) students.

HHH#

More information on Professors Parrish and Riley can be found on the following web pages:
Professor Parrish: www.swlaw.edu/faculty/faculty listing/facultybio/314675
Professor Riley: www.swlaw.edu/faculty/faculty_listing/facultybio/320392

Founded in 1911, Southwestern is a nonprofit, nonsectarian independent law school approved by the ABA and a
member of the AALS. One of the most diverse law schools in the nation, Southwestern has an enrollment of 950
Students in two, three and four-year full-time and part-time J.D. programs of study, as well as the first LL.M.
program offered in entertainment and media law. The school’s 10,000 alumni are members of the legal profession
in virtually every state and more than a dozen foreign countries and include members of the U.S. Senate and House
of Representatives, former mayors of Los Angeles, and other prominent leaders in law, business and politics.
Southwestern has created an award-winning campus that includes the internationally acclaimed art deco Bullocks
Wilshire landmark that houses the second largest academic law library facility in California and the Julian C.
Dixon Courtroom and Advocacy Center, the most technologically advanced center of its kind. Taking advantage of
its location in the center of Los Angeles, Southwestern offers one of the most extensive externship programs in the
country and is the home of the Donald E. Biederman Entertainment and Media Law Institute.



